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HUD SETTLES CIVIL RIGHTS CLAIMS MADE BY RESIDENTS OF FIRST PUBLIC 
HOUSING SITE IN VIRGINIA TO BE PRIVITIZED VIA FEDERAL RAD PROGRAM  
 
Hopewel l ,  Va . ,  October  2 ,  2017 —  Today ,  f ive  former publ ic  housing res idents  sett led fa ir  
housing compla ints  they f i led in Spr ing o f  2017 with  the U.S .  Department o f  Hous ing and Urban 
Deve lopment (HUD) re lated to  the pr ivat i zat ion and redevelopment  of  thei r  Hopewel l ,  V i rg inia  
publ ic  hous ing complex  under HUD’s  Rental  Ass is tance Demonstrat i on (RAD) program [ i] .   The  
compla ints  a l leged that  the  loca l  housing author ity  and the developer d iscr iminated aga inst  
fami l ies  wi th  chi ld ren and aga inst  res idents  with d isabi l i t ies;  pushed some res idents  out  o f  
the ir  homes in v io lat ion of  the ir  legal  r ight  to  return to  the redeve loped units ;  and re located 
other  res idents  to  severe ly  overcrowded hous ing  in poor  condit ion [ i i ] .  
 
            HUD announced in May  that  i t  had launched a  formal  invest igat ion into  the complaints  
f i led by res idents  of  the Langston Park  publ ic  housing complex ,  which was redeve loped and 
pr ivat i zed under  the RAD program, and renamed the Summit  apartments .  Today the  
compla inants  s igned a  conc i l iat ion agreement  with  HUD,  Hopewel l  Redeve lopment and Housing 
Author ity  (HRHA) ,  and the  developer Community  Hous ing Partners  (CHP)  that  requires  CHP and 
HRHA to  make widespread changes to  pol icy  and compensate speci f i c  ind iv idua ls  harmed in  the 
past .  These changes and comp ensat ion inc lude:  

 
•  E l iminat ing discr iminatory  and unwarranted pol ic ies  at  HRHA and CHP;  
•  Appoint ing a  fa ir  hous ing coordinator  in  perpetui ty  who wi l l  prov ide  resources and 

contact  information for  how appl icants  and res idents  can f i le  fa i r  hous ing  complaints  at  
HUD;  

•  Monitor ing o f  both CHP and HRHA’s  future compl iance with  fa i r  housing laws,  by  HUD as  
wel l  as  through fa ir  hous ing  test ing conducted by  an outs ide  expert ;  

•  Improved procedures  by  CHP and HRHA for  handl ing  requests  for  reasonable  
accommodat ions by  people with disabi l i t ies ;  

•  Improved re locat ion procedures  for  future RAD projects  address ing res ident  needs 
proact ive ly  from beginning to  end;  

•  Instal lat ion o f  an  age -appropr iate  p layground for  o lder  chi ldre n at  the  Summit  with 
res ident  input;  

•  Creat ion of  ful ly  funded af ter -school  and summer programs for  ch i ldren at  the  Summit;  
and 
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•  Monetary  compensat ion tota l ing more than $225,000 for  the named compla inants  and a 
$112 ,300 compensat ion fund for  o ther  res idents  of  the property  whose fa ir  hous ing r ights  
were v io lated based on family  status .  

 

Attorneys with  the Lega l  Aid Just ice  Center  (LAJC)  and Housing Opportuni t ies  Make Equal  o f  
V i rg inia,  Inc.  (HOME) f i led the  complaints  on behalf  of  thei r  c l ients  to  prevent  fu rther  c iv i l  
r ights  v io lat ions  aga inst  the ir  c l ients  and other  res idents  who  were harmed in the RAD 
redevelopment  process  and/or cont inue to  be  d iscr iminated against .  Hous ing d iscr iminat ion is  a  
problem that  is  not  exc lus ive  to  Hopewel l  or  V i rg inia,  and Hel en Hardiman,  v ice  president  o f  law 
and po l icy  at  HOME says  v ic tor ies  can be  achieved one step at  a  t ime.  “ S ince 1988,  the  federa l  
Fa ir  Hous ing Act  has  prohib ited hous ing  discr iminat ion aga inst  people  because they have  a  
disabi l i ty  or  k ids .  I t ’s  f rustrat ing  that  th is  discr iminat ion st i l l  ex is ts  in  our  communit ies ,  but  i t  i s  
sat is fy ing that  we could  ha lt  these egregious  pract ices  and grant  some re l ief  for  famil ies  and 
people  with disabi l i t ies  who l ived or  l ive  at  hous ing managed by HRHA or  CHP.”  

RAD is  often touted as  the new f ront ier  o f  publ ic  hous ing,  but  advocates  are concerned that  the 
program lacks  adequate  accountabi l i ty  to  protect  res idents ’  r ights .  Lack o f  HUD overs ight  and 
broad program discret ion under RAD can lead to  s i tuat ions l ike  Hopewel l .  Accord ing to  K im 
Rol la,  a ttorney  with  the Civ i l  R ights  and Rac ia l  Just ice  Program at  Lega l  Aid Just ice  Center,  “ I f  
HUD doesn’t  improve  overs ight  of  the RAD program,  the Summit  could  be just  the  t ip  of  a  wave  
of  mass ive problems as  HUD and loca l  hous ing authori t i es  pr ivat i ze  publ ic  hous ing  to  f inance i t s  
redevelopment .”  There  are current ly  several  dozen other  publ ic  hous ing  communit ies  in  Vi rgin ia  
that  HUD has  approved to  convert  under the  program. (See here for  a  l i st  o f  
loca l i t ies/communit ies  approved for  RAD convers ion .)   These ‘publ ic -pr ivate partnersh ips’  are  
st i l l  publ ic ly  funded and the ir  purpose is  to  serve the  lowest  income community  members ,  n ot  
pr imari ly  for  developers  or  investors  to  make  money.  “We need HUD to  monitor  these programs 
and ensure our tax  dol lars  are  being used for  the ir  intended purpose ,”  Ro l la  states.  
 
FHEO Summit  Conc i l iat ion Agreement  (PDF)  
 
About  the Legal  A id Just ice  Center  
The  Lega l  Aid Just ice  Center  (LAJC)  f ights  in just ice  in the l ives  of  ind iv idua l  Vi rgin ians whi le  
root ing out  explo itat ive po l ic ies  and pract ices  that  keep people in  poverty .  LAJC uses impact  
l i t igat ion,  community  organiz ing ,  and po l icy  advocacy to  so lve urgent  problems in areas such as  
housing,  educat ion,  c iv i l  r ights ,  immi grat ion,  hea lthcare  and consumer f inance.  
 
About  Hous ing Opportuni t ies  Made Equal  of  V i rg inia,  Inc .  
Housing Opportunit ies  Made Equal  of  V irg in ia,  Inc .  (HOME) ,  founded in 1971,  is  a  statewide fa i r  
housing non‐prof it .  HOME’s  miss ion i s  to  ensure equal  access  to  hous ing  for  a l l  people .  HOME 
invest igates  hous ing  d iscr iminat ion and prov ides support  for  v ict ims o f  d iscr iminat ion.  You can 
learn more  about  HOME and a l l  of  i ts  serv ices  at  www.HOMEofVA.org .  
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