
2013 HOUSING POLICY AGENDA 



Dear Housing Advocates, 
 
HOME is pleased to present our 2013 Housing Policy Agenda.  Our  
mission is to expand housing access for all Virginians, and one way  
we accomplish this is through policy research and advocacy.  
 

The 2013 Housing Policy Agenda is more important than ever as the 
housing crisis subsides and the housing market recovers.  We must  
remember that homeowners in Virginia have lost billions of dollars of 
equity in their homes, rental costs are rising faster than incomes, true 
choice in housing is even more elusive; vacancies have devastated 
neighborhoods, and homelessness is on the rise for the first time in  
a decade.  
 

Housing is not simply shelter.  Where you live makes a difference in  
the quality of your life:  the schools your children will attend, the  
opportunities they will have, the kinds of jobs available to you, and 
whether or not your investment will grow.  Advocates, legislators, and 
other decision-makers are mutually responsible for ensuring that all 
Virginians have equal access to housing.  
 

We invite you to join with HOME in advocating for yourself, your  
neighbors, and your community to make equal access to housing a  
reality for all Virginians. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Heather Mullins Crislip, President & CEO 
Housing Opportunities Made Equal of Virginia, Inc.  



Dear Housers:  
 
The Virginia Housing Coalition is pleased to join with our statewide 
housing colleagues at HOME, Habitat Virginia and the Virginia  
Coalition to End Homelessness in working together on a policy and  
legislative agenda that will improve housing opportunities across the 
Commonwealth.  Housing is the foundation for our families, our  
communities and our economy.  
 

We are just now beginning to emerge from the worst economic  
period since the 1930s.  Virginia’s families have been hit hard, and  
the recession has endangered the housing security of many of our  
fellow citizens.  But as foreclosures wane, we need to be sure that our 
governor and our legislators don’t forget about the many other  
housing needs that remain unmet.  
 

Although we face grave challenges to federal support for housing in 
2013, we are buoyed by our success last year in achieving the long- 
time goal of a Housing Trust Fund for Virginia.  That victory shows 
what we can accomplish when we share a common goal and speak 
with one voice.  

 

Please join us in building on this success, work with us on achieving 
this agenda and let everyone know how much housing matters. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Orlando Artze, President  
Virginia Housing Coalition 
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PROHIBITING HOUSING DISCRIMINATION AGAINST 
LOWER-INCOME CHILDREN AND FAMILIES 
 

EXPANDING HOUSING CHOICE FOR VIRGINIANS WITH PUBLIC BENEFITS 
 

Problem: 5ƛǎŎǊƛƳƛƴŀǝƻƴ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ±ƛǊƎƛƴƛŀƴǎ ǿƘƻ ǳǎŜ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ƻǊ  

ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ōŜƴŜŬǘǎ ǇǊŜǾŜƴǘǎ ǘƘŜƳ ŦǊƻƳ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ƛƴ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊƘƻƻŘǎ 

ǿƛǘƘ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎΣ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƧƻōǎΦ  

Solution: aŀƪŜ ƛǘ ƛƭƭŜƎŀƭ ŦƻǊ ƭŀƴŘƭƻǊŘǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ǘƻ ŘŜƴȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎ ǎƻƭŜƭȅ 

ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ Ǉŀȅ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ άƭŀǿŦǳƭ ǎƻǳǊŎŜ ƻŦ ŦǳƴŘǎέ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǊŜƴǘŀƭ 

ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜΣ Řƛǎŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǇŀȅƳŜƴǘΣ ƻǊ ŀ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎ ŎƘƻƛŎŜ ǾƻǳŎƘŜǊΦ 
 

Families at all income levels deserve a safe, decent, and affordable place to  
call home in a community that offers life-enhancing opportunities like good 
schools, healthy food, jobs, and transportation.  Unfortunately, many              
Virginians are locked out of such communities because it is legal to                         
discriminate against people who use housing assistance or other public 
programs to help pay the rent.   
 

The Housing Choice Voucher Program, through which HUD1 provides qualified 
tenants rent vouchers to be used in the private market, was designed to  
improve both the efficiency of subsidizing housing for lower-income people 
and the ability of these people to move to safer, more advantageous  
neighborhoods2.   
 

Unfortunately, data in Virginia indicate that neither goal has been fully 
achieved.  Utilization rates for housing choice vouchers in Virginia was only 
89% in 20103, and most families using vouchers live in areas where 10 to 50 
percent of residents live below the poverty line.  One thing that may be  
keeping the program from reaching its full potential is the ability of landlords 
to lawfully discriminate against voucher holders by refusing to even consider 
rental applications from them5. 
 

Virginia should add protections against discrimination based upon lawful 
source of funds to its Fair Housing Act6.  Twelve states have passed legislation 
prohibiting such housing discrimination.  Many expressly define lawful source 
of funds to include rental subsidies7.   According to a 2011 HUD funded  
evaluation, these laws improved voucher utilization rates from four to 11  
percent and had modest8 improvements on the ability of families with  
vouchers to move to better neighborhoods.   
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THE POTENTIAL BENEFITS OF PROTECTING LAWFUL SOURCE OF 
FUNDS:  
 
¶ Such laws have been shown to improve voucher utilization rates, thereby 
allowing states to issue more vouchers and house more families with the 
same amount of funding9.  

 

¶ Because they prohibit landlords from artificially shrinking the market of 
affordable rental housing for voucher holders, protecting lawful source of 
funds enable parents with housing choice vouchers to make the best  
possible housing choice for their children.  By improving the chances of 
moving to low-poverty neighborhoods, such laws can help children move 
to better school districts from which they may now be blocked.  For  
example, Hanover County, with a high school graduation rate of over 94%, 
is home to only a few hundred voucher families; over 2,000 voucher  
families presently live in Richmond City, where the graduation rate is 71%10 . 

 

¶ Voucher holders who successfully move to low-poverty areas have been 
shown to experience significant health benefits.  In particular, adults who 
moved with vouchers to areas with less than 10 percent poverty rates 
were shown to have lower incidences of obesity and diabetes and  
improved mental health, and the adolescent girls who moved with them 
similarly experienced significant improvements in their mental health11.  

  
¶ Girls who grow up in high-poverty affordable housing projects have  
reported increased fear due to harassment from males, sexual  
victimization, and increased pressure to engage in sexual activity during 
adolescence12.  Protecting lawful source of funds can improve the chances 
that these girls will be able to move to lower poverty, safer  
neighborhoods. 

 
Prohibiting discrimination against voucher holders will enable motivated 
families to move into the best neighborhood for which their voucher will 

pay, helping these families live safer, healthier lives and 
providing their children chances to escape poverty 

and its dangers. 
 
 
 

 

 
 

See footnotes on page 17 6 



EXPAND COMMUNITIES OF OPPORTUNITY TAX  
CREDIT ACROSS VIRGINIA 
 
Problem: ¢ƘŜ ƳŀƧƻǊƛǘȅ ƻŦ ±ƛǊƎƛƴƛŀƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎ ŎƘƻƛŎŜ ǾƻǳŎƘŜǊǎ ƭƛǾŜ ƛƴ  

ƘƛƎƘ-ǇƻǾŜǊǘȅΣ ƭƻǿ-ƛƴŎƻƳŜ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊƘƻƻŘǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ǘǊƻǳōƭŜ 
ŬƴŘƛƴƎ ǇƭŀŎŜǎ ǘƻ ƭƛǾŜ ƛƴ ƭƻǿ-ǇƻǾŜǊǘȅΣ ƘƛƎƘ-ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊƘƻƻŘǎ 
ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǾƻǳŎƘŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŜŘ ōȅ ƭŀƴŘƭƻǊŘǎΦ 

Solution: 9ȄǇŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ά/ƻƳƳǳƴƛǝŜǎ ƻŦ hǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅέ ¢ŀȄ /ǊŜŘƛǘ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ 
ǎǘŀǘŜǿƛŘŜ ǘƻ ƛƴŎŜƴǝǾƛȊŜ ƭŀƴŘƭƻǊŘǎ ƛƴ ƭƻǿ-ǇƻǾŜǊǘȅ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊƘƻƻŘǎ ǘƻ 
ǊŜƴǘ ǘƻ ±ƛǊƎƛƴƛŀƴǎ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǿŀȅ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǇƻǾŜǊǘȅΦ 

 

In 2009, the Virginia General Assembly created a pilot program called the  
Communities of Opportunity tax credit program.  This gave a tax credit to  

landlords in low-poverty areas who rented to Virginians 
with housing choice vouchers.  The pilot program was 
only for the City of Richmond. We support  
expanding this program statewide to incentivize 
landlords across the commonwealth to accept  
Virginians who are using housing choice vouchers 
to work their way out of poverty.  

 
 
 
 
 

VIRGINIA HOUSING TRUST FUND  
 
Problem: hǳǊ ǾƛŎǘƻǊȅ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊ ƛƴ ŎǊŜŀǝƴƎ ŀ IƻǳǎƛƴƎ ¢Ǌǳǎǘ CǳƴŘ ǿŀǎ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ 

ƻƴƭȅ ƛƴ ōǳŘƎŜǘ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜΣ ƴƻǘ ƛƴ ǎǘŀǘŜ ŎƻŘŜΦ 
Solution: tƭŀŎŜ ǘƘŜ нлмн ōǳŘƎŜǘ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ŀ IƻǳǎƛƴƎ ¢Ǌǳǎǘ CǳƴŘ 

ƛƴǘƻ ǎǘŀǘŜ ŎƻŘŜ ōȅ ǇŀǎǎƛƴƎ ŀ IƻǳǎƛƴƎ ¢Ǌǳǎǘ CǳƴŘ ōƛƭƭΦ  
 

When the General Assembly took the historic step to create a Housing Trust 
Fund earlier this year and made an initial appropriation of $7 million into it, it 
happened at the very end of a long and contentious budget battle that  
extended well beyond the scheduled adjournment date.  The decision was part 
of the compromise budget bill that set spending for the 2012-14 biennium.  
The language describing how the Housing Trust Fund would work was  
contained in the budget bill, which only remains in place for the current  
biennium.  
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Fortunately, we have an easy solution, which is to pass the Housing Fund 
Trust legislation that incorporates all of this language and places it into the 
state code within the section that controls the Virginia Department of  
Housing and Community Development.  This language clarifies that 20        
percent of the fund should be in the form of grants with a special focus on 
ending homelessness, and that the balance should be in the form of flexible 
loans.  
 

This action will allow us to stop arguing that a Housing Trust Fund is needed 
in Virginia and focus on the question of how we identify and designate a  
reliable source of funding.  
 

Governor Bob McDonnell identified housing as a top priority as soon as he 
took office.  He showed foresight by establishing a statewide housing policy 
framework as one of his first executive orders.  The governor’s housing policy 
framework supports the creation of a state Housing Trust Fund and  
addresses local barriers to affordable housing.  
 
 

 

PREVENTING AND ENDING HOMELESSNESS 
 
Problem: ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ŀǇǇǊƻȄƛƳŀǘŜƭȅ плΣллл ƳŜƴΣ ǿƻƳŜƴ ŀƴŘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƛƴ  
 ±ƛǊƎƛƴƛŀ ǿƘƻ ƭƛǾŜ ƛƴ ǇƭŀŎŜǎ ƴƻǘ ƳŜŀƴǘ ŦƻǊ ƘǳƳŀƴ ƘŀōƛǘŀǝƻƴΦ  
Solution: LƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ǎǘŀǘŜ ŦǳƴŘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǎƻƭǳǝƻƴǎ ǘƻ ƘƻƳŜƭŜǎǎƴŜǎǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ  

ǇŜǊƳŀƴŜƴǘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǝǾŜ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǊŀǇƛŘ ǊŜ-ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎΦ 
 

Homelessness is tragic and costly - it prevents children from succeeding in 
school, inhibits people from securing good jobs, makes it more difficult for 
individuals with mental illness to achieve recovery, and increases costs to  
hospitals and jails because individuals experiencing homelessness use the 
emergency room for their health care and get arrested for lifestyle crimes, 
respectively.  Virginia should invest in proven and cost-effective solutions  
to prevent and end homeless in the commonwealth. 
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PROTECTIONS FOR FAMILIES IN  
TRANSITIONAL HOUSING 
 

Problem: ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŀƭǎ ǘƻ ǊŜƳƻǾŜ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǝƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ±ƛǊƎƛƴƛŀƴǎ ǳǎƛƴƎ  
ƘƻǘŜƭǎ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǘŜƭǎ ŦƻǊ ƻǾŜǊ ол ŘŀȅǎΦ  

Solution: 9ƴǎǳǊŜ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǝƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ǿƘƻ ǳǎŜ ƳƻǘŜƭǎ ŀǎ ǘǊŀƴǎƛǝƻƴŀƭ  
ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜ ƻƊŜƴ ƘƻǳǎŜƘƻƭŘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ŀǘ Ǌƛǎƪ ƻŦ ōŜƛƴƎ  
ƘƻƳŜƭŜǎǎ ƻǊ ŀǊŜ ƳƻǾƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ƘƻƳŜƭŜǎǎƴŜǎǎΦ 

 

The transitional housing provided by inexpensive motels and hotels is  
important for many low-income families.  These Virginians rely on hotels and 
motels because they have few housing options and are at risk of being  
homeless, or because they are transitioning out of homelessness.  Virginia 
should keep tenant protections in place for Virginians who rely on transitional 
housing such as hotels and motels.  
 

 

 

 

TAX ASSESSMENTS FOR AFFORDABLE HOUSING 
 

Problem: {ŎŀǧŜǊŜŘ ǎƛǘŜ όм-п ǳƴƛǘύ ŀũƻǊŘŀōƭŜ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎ ƛǎ ǘǊŜŀǘŜŘ ōȅ ǎƻƳŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ 
ǘŀȄ ŀǎǎŜǎǎƻǊǎ ŀǎ άƳŀǊƪŜǘ ǊŀǘŜΣέ ǊŜǎǳƭǝƴƎ ƛƴ ǘŀȄ ōƛƭƭǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘǊŜŀǘŜƴ  
ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ǾƛŀōƛƭƛǘȅΦ  

Solution: ¢ǊŜŀǘ ǎŎŀǧŜǊŜŘ ǎƛǘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ƭƛƪŜ ŀƴȅ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŀũƻǊŘŀōƭŜ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎ 
ǿƘŜƴ ƛǘ ŎƻƳŜǎ ǘƻ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ǘŀȄ ŀǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘǎ. 

 

For the past decade, affordable housing advocates have made great progress in 
ensuring that local property tax assessors treat affordable housing fairly when 
tax values are set.  One of the last problem areas is for projects that include 
“scattered” sites – for example, houses / townhouse that are scattered 
throughout a neighborhood.  Virginia code still permits assessors to use “for 
sale” comparables when setting the assessed values of these properties.   
When affordable properties are “over” assessed, it results in tax bills that force 
owners to either raise the rents of low income tenants or forgo necessary 
maintenance and property improvements.  
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LAND TRUST TAX ABATEMENTS  
 

Problem: aŀƴȅ ƭƻŎŀƭƛǝŜǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ ǘŀȄ ŀōŀǘŜƳŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ ƭƻǿ ƛƴŎƻƳŜ  
ǎŜƴƛƻǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŘƛǎŀōƛƭƛǝŜǎΦ  ¦ƴŦƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜƭȅΣ ƛŦ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴǎ 
ŀǊŜ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŀ ƘƻƳŜ ƻǊ ƻƴ ƭŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƻǿƴŜŘ ōȅ ŀ ǘǊǳǎǘΣ ǘƘŜȅ ƻƊŜƴ 
Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ōŜƴŜŬǘΦ  

Solution:  LŦ ŀƴ ƻǘƘŜǊǿƛǎŜ ŜƭƛƎƛōƭŜ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ Ƙŀǎ ŀ άƭƛŦŜ ŜǎǘŀǘŜέ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ƛƴ ŀ 
ƘƻƳŜ ƻǿƴŜŘ ōȅ ŀ ǘǊǳǎǘΣ ǘƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǉǳŀƭƛŦȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŀōŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ 
ŀǎ ƭƻƴƎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ƭƛǾŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƘƻƳŜΦ   

 

There are numerous cases of seniors or persons with disabilities who live in 
homes that may be owned by a family trust or on land that is owned by a  
community land trust.  They usually have the right to live there for the rest of 
their lives.  Unfortunately, because they are not “fee simple” owners, they are 
frequently unable to benefit from tax relief programs implemented by local 
governments.  By expanding the definition in state code to include trust  
ownership when the individual has a long term legal right to occupy the home, 
we would solve this problem and allow these individuals to benefit from the 
tax abatements meant for them. 

10 



PREDATORY LENDING 
 
Problem: tǊŜŘŀǘƻǊȅ ƻǇŜƴ-ŜƴŘ ŎǊŜŘƛǘ ƭŜƴŘŜǊǎ ƛƴ ±ƛǊƎƛƴƛŀ ŎƘŀǊƎŜ ƻǾŜǊ осл҈ !tw 

ŦƻǊ ǎƳŀƭƭ ƭƻŀƴǎ ǘƻ ǇǊƛƳŀǊƛƭȅ ƭƻǿ ƛƴŎƻƳŜ ōƻǊǊƻǿŜǊǎΦ 
Solution: wŜǉǳƛǊŜ ƻǇŜƴ-ŜƴŘ ŎǊŜŘƛǘ ƭŜƴŘŜǊǎ ǘƻ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

.ǳǊŜŀǳ ƻŦ CƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ LƴǎǝǘǳǝƻƴǎΦ 
 

Predatory lenders are exploiting Virginia’s open-end credit statute to charge 
360% APR for small loans.  These lenders are almost completely unregulated 
and we have no information on the amount or volume of this type of lending. 
These companies are using loopholes to avoid laws passed by the Virginia  
General Assembly in 2008, 2009, and 2010 to reform predatory lending. 
Predatory open end credit lenders offer open end lines of credit loans between 
260% APR to 400% APR. This is like having a 300% APR credit card.  The  
business practices of these open-end lenders would be in violation of current 
payday and car title restrictions under Virginia law.  For example, these lenders 
electronically debit borrowers bank accounts multiples times in one day, even 
after the borrower has revoked such rights. 
 

Most predatory open-end lenders were former payday lenders and never used 
the open-end credit statute until regulations were tightened on payday loans. 
Nearly half of all payday loan licensees applied to do open-end credit loans, 
just before the law changed in 2009 to avoid any restrictions.  None are  
registered, let alone regulated by the state.  They are the only unregulated 

lender that charges more than 12% APR, besides  
explicitly illegal loans.  

 

Virginia should require these lenders to report more 
information to the Bureau of Financial Institutions 
at the State Corporation Commission so that we 
have more information about this industry, its  
practices, and how it is affecting low- and  
moderate-income families. 
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MAJOR POLICY ISSUES 
FACING VIRGINIA 

These are issues that significantly impact the quality  
and vibrancy of neighborhoods and communities that  
Virginians live in. Where you live dictates your access 
to opportunity.  To ensure all Virginians have equal 
access to opportunity, we must work to expand access 
to housing in areas of high opportunity while creating 
new opportunities in neighborhoods with little  
opportunity.  The following section contains big ideas 
and issues that would improve access to opportunity 
and wealth.  
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A 21ST-CENTURY TRANSPORTATION SOLUTION 
 
Problem: ±ƛǊƎƛƴƛŀΩǎ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǝƻƴ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ƛǎ ƻǳǘŘŀǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƘǳǊǘǎ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ 

ƎǊƻǿǘƘΦ 
Solution: /ƻƴƴŜŎǘ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǝƻƴ ǘƻ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎΣ ŜŘǳŎŀǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ Ƨƻō ƎǊƻǿǘƘΦ  
 

Understanding and improving the connections among jobs, transportation, and 
affordable housing needs to be a top priority for decision makers and citizens 
across the commonwealth.  Development in the suburbs has been largely  
auto-centric.  As such, there is now more demand placed on Virginia’s  
roadways than ever before as sprawl development has forced people to drive  
farther to get to work, school, and other activities.  
 

Over the past few decades, the spatial mismatch between job creation in the 
suburbs and low-income workers in the inner city has become more severe. 
This imbalance between jobs and housing deprives citizens living in areas 
where housing is affordable from accessing employment opportunities in high 
job-growth areas.  Often, public transit options are non-existent or severely  
limited in suburban employment centers.  Virginia should move away from  
subsidizing sprawl and towards promoting mixed income, mixed-use  
developments.  We should eliminate regulatory barriers to more compact  
development with a mixture of residential and commercial uses and housing 
with a mixture of styles, sizes, and prices.  We should promote regional  
planning, incentives to guide new development to designated growth areas, 
and developments which serve a range of incomes.  Virginia should provide 
greater transportation options by reorienting state and local expenditures to 
advance alternatives to driving. 
 

We need to promote transit oriented development. Incentives such as  
increased density, faster permitting, and technical assistance for projects  
within walking distance of transit stops can help to promote affordable  
housing options in areas with greater transportation choices.  Virginia should 
diversify its transportation investments.  Instead of focusing solely on road  
construction and maintenance, more funds need to be invested in alternatives 
to driving that extend and improve connections within localities and regions. 
This includes greater funding for public transit, bicycle and pedestrian  
infrastructure, bus rapid transit and light rail.  
 

Such strategies will reduce transportation costs to both the state and local  
governments, and serve citizens better.  Developments that allow people to 
live near jobs and education opportunities will lower transportation costs and  
increase economic gains for all.  In this way, Virginia can create a 21st-century 
transportation solution that will foster economic growth. 
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Creating a 21st-century transportation solution requires 
new revenues.  Raids on the general fund and  
debt-funded projects will not provide the  
investments needed for the commonwealth’s  
transportation needs.  Not only does the lack of a 
transportation solution hurt Virginia’s economic 
outlook, it also prevents the state from making  
significant headway on other issues.  

 

 

MEDICAID EXPANSION 
 
Problem: IƛƎƘ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎ Ŏƻǎǘǎ ŦƻǊ ƭƻǿ- ŀƴŘ ƳƻŘŜǊŀǘŜ-ƛƴŎƻƳŜ ±ƛǊƎƛƴƛŀƴǎ ƭŜŀǾŜǎ 

ǘƘŜƳ ǳƴŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŀũƻǊŘ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ŎƻǾŜǊŀƎŜΦ 
Solution: ¢ŀƪŜ ŀŘǾŀƴǘŀƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎŜƴŜǊƻǳǎ ŦŜŘŜǊŀƭ ƳŀǘŎƘƛƴƎ ŦǳƴŘǎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ 

ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ !ũƻǊŘŀōƭŜ /ŀǊŜ !Ŏǘ ǘƻ ŜȄǇŀƴŘ ±ƛǊƎƛƴƛŀΩǎ aŜŘƛŎŀƛŘ  
ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΦ   

 

Virginia has an once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to expand health care by  
drawing down federal dollars.  Despite the housing crisis, low-and  
moderate-income Virginians are paying a disproportionately large share of 
their income for housing.  In the first quarter of 2012, Virginia families making 
60% of the median household income ($38,049 per year) had to pay 37.7% of 
their monthly income to buy a home.  This is not a seasonal blip. In 2011, these 
same families had to dedicate 39.3% of their monthly income to their  
mortgage.  Because of this, these families struggle to afford health insurance.  
Despite being a relatively well-off state, Virginia has one of the leanest  
Medicaid programs in the country.  Parents who earn more than $7,000 a year 
are not eligible for Medicaid in Virginia.  Adults without children can’t get  
Medicaid at all, unless they’re blind or disabled.  
 

Expanding Virginia’s Medicaid program is a good bargain because the federal 
government will pay 100% of the costs in the early years – and no less than 
90% after that.  More than 400,000 Virginians without health insurance will 
gain insurance coverage through this plan, which could reduce expensive 
health spending through emergency rooms and open up more resources to 
improve housing. 
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STATEWIDE HOUSING POLICY 
 

Problem: ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻǘ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘŜŘ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƻ Ƨƻō ƎǊƻǿǘƘΣ ŜŘǳŎŀǝƻƴΣ  
ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǝƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ŎŀǊŜΦ 

Solution: LƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ IƻǳǎƛƴƎ tƻƭƛŎȅ ²ƻǊƪ DǊƻǳǇ  
ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŀǝƻƴǎ ƛƴǘƻ ƭŜƎƛǎƭŀǝƻƴΦ 

 

We support the adoption of a formal housing policy for the commonwealth 
that recognizes the interrelationship of housing to transportation, economic 
development, education, health, and human services.  Such a policy is essential 
if we are to ensure that the housing needs of Virginians are met in a way that 
contributes to the overall economic and social health of the commonwealth.   
It is also critical to be sure that the implications for housing are recognized in 
decisions made in other arenas and vice versa.  We are very pleased that  
Governor McDonnell has created a Housing  Policy Work Group under the 
leadership of Senior Economic Advisor Bob Sledd that is tasked with the  
creation of this policy.  This work group developed a draft housing policy 
framework that has bold ideas to help Virginia continue to be the best place  
to live, start a business, and raise a family.  We are dedicated to working to 
see more of this housing policy become law.  
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1. The U.S. Department of Housing and Development, which provides all of the funding for the Housing 
Choice Voucher Program (formerly called the Section 8 Voucher Program). 

2. L. Freeman, “The Impact of Source of Income Laws on Voucher Utilization and Locational Outcomes,” 
prepared for the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development Office of Policy Development and 
Research (2011) 

3. Center for Budget and Policy Priorities – Housing Choice Voucher Data for Virginia 
4. According to HUD 2008 and 2009 data, 67% of voucher holders in Virginia live in areas where 10-50% of 
residents live below the poverty line. 

5. A review of rental advertisements across the state by Housing Opportunities Made Equal revealed  
hundreds of landlords who expressly refused to accept inquiries from housing choice voucher holders,  
generally still referred to by landlords as “Section 8” tenants. 

6. Va. Code section 36-96.1:1, et. seq. 
7. Cal. Gov’t Code section 12955 (2005); Conn. Gen. Stat. sections 46a-64c (1989); Me. Rev. Stat. Ann. Tit. 
5, section 4582 (1975); Mass. Gen. Laws Ann. Ch. 151B, section 4; N.J. Stat. Ann. Section (1971); N.J. Stat. 
Ann. Section 10:5-4, -12(g) (2002); N.D. Cent. Code section 14-02.4-01 and 14-02.5.07 (1999). 

8. Approximately one percentage point; L. Freeman (2011) 
9. HUD authorizes a maximum number of vouchers per state and provides states with a certain amount to 
fund those vouchers.  With a utilization rate of 89%, Virginia uses ALL of its funding without reaching its 
maximum number of vouchers because of the cost of the vouchers issued.  The available data indicates 
that prohibiting voucher discrimination gives voucher holders more options and as a result they are able 
to get the greatest “bang for the buck.” 

10. Sanbonmatsu, L., et. al., “Moving to Opportunity Final Evaluation – Executive Summary” (October 2011) 
11. Virginia Department of Education 2011 data; HUD Picture of Subsidized Housing 2009 
12. S. Popkin, T. Leventhal and G. Wiesmann, “Girls in the ‘Hood: The Importance of Feeling Safe” (March 
2008) 
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About HOME 
 

Housing Opportunities Made Equal of Virginia, Inc. (HOME) is Virginia’s premier 
fair housing organization, offering a variety of programs and services designed 
to ensure equal access to housing for all Virginians. For the past 40 years, 
HOME has worked to unlock doors closed by housing discrimination. 
 

HOME is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit corporation and a HUD‐approved housing  
counseling agency. HOME’s Center for Housing Leadership creates change in 
the housing systems that drive economic, educational, and social opportunities 
by providing:  
 

¶ Information for the public on policy and legislative matters 
¶ Research on key housing issues 
¶ Coalition and partnership building 
¶ Campaigns against abusive lending practices 
¶ Systemic changes and emerging issues 
¶ Reliable, factual information on the state of housing 
¶ A catalyst for change at the local / state / national levels 

 
 

HOME’s 7 STEPPING STONES TO EQUALITY 

Eliminate racial and ethnic disparities in homeownership 

Eliminate housing discrimination and unfair practices 

Decrease concentrations of poverty 

Lower the rate of mortgage default 

Desegregate housing patterns 

Help more people become homeowners 

Increase the availability of affordable housing 
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About the Virginia Housing Coalition 
 
With the mission of improving access to safe and affordable housing, the  
Virginia Housing Coalition is a 501(c)(4) organization that was founded in 1981 
and is dedicated specifically to supporting organizations and individuals     
working to provide affordable housing options in Virginia by influencing and 
developing public policy.  VHC’s companion organization, the VHC Information 
Service, is a 501(c)(3) organization that is committed to recognizing exemplary 
achievement and best practices, as well as providing education, training, and 
services that will make its members more effective in attaining their goals. 
 

The Virginia Housing Coalition provides access to high quality advocacy and 
public policy information for all Virginians, along with activities that affect  
housing opportunity for low and moderate-income people across the  
commonwealth.  The VHC is the voice for housing opportunity in Virginia at  
the state and federal level. 
 

Open to participation by all interested individuals and organizations, VHC 
offers current, relevant legislative and policy information, easy online tools 
that simplify your ability to communicate directly with your elected officials, 
comprehensive web-based resources, and participation in seminars and  
training sessions.  Additional services include affordable title insurance services 
and access to a “jobs in housing” employment board. 
 

For as much as VHC offers to non-members and the public at large, there      
are many more benefits to becoming a VHC member.  Please visit  
virginiahousingcoalition.org to join and learn more about the benefits of  
membership. 
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2012 VIRGINIA HOUSING COALITION MEMBERS: 
 

AHC Inc. 
Bay Aging 

Better Housing Coalition 
Bon Secours Health System 

Central Virginia Housing Coalition 
Chesapeake Redevelopment & Housing Authority 

City of Danville 
Community Housing Partners 
Community Residences, Inc. 
CPM Housing Group 

Habitat for Humanity Virginia, Inc. 
Housing Opportunities Made Equal (HOME) 

Hope Community Builders 
Kanady & Quinn, P.C. 

Northern Virginia Affordable Housing Alliance 
Piedmont Housing Alliance 

Pinnacle Construction and Development Corp. 
Project FAITH, Inc. 

Southside Outreach Group, Inc. 
Staunton Redevelopment & Housing Authority 

SunTrust Bank 
Virginia Beach Community Development Corp. 
Virginia Community Development Corporation 
Virginia Housing Development Authority 

Virginia LISC 
Virginia Supportive Housing 

Volunteers of America Chesapeake, Inc. 
Wesley Housing Development Corp. 

 
 
 

This legislative agenda is produced in partnership with: 
 

Housing Opportunities Made Equal of Virginia, Inc.  
804.354.0641 

www.phonehome.org 
 

&  
 

Virginia Housing Coalition 

vahousingcoalition@gmail.com 
www.virginiahousingcoalition.org 

 
 


